


 



Ana Popovic 
Personal 

Ana Popovic is one of the most promising young Blues talents 
of today. She was born in Belgrade, Yugoslavia in 1976. At 
the age of 19, the singer and guitarist founded her first band 
"Hush". Several years later, she has reached enormous 
popularity with club- and festival gigs all over Europe and 
even in the United States. Ana Popovic has a winning 
combination of charisma, enthusiasm and energy. Her live 
program is an electric mixture of traditional Blues with 
elements of R&B and Soul: taking blues rock into the 21st 
century, her music is already thrilling Blues audiences 
worldwide!  The most impressive aspect of Ana's music is her 
diversity of techniques and styles. Her seductive blend of 
smoking electric funk slide guitar, jazzy instrumentals, tight 
blues groove, soulful feminine vocals and an incredible stage 
presence make her an irresistible force in the music world. 
(Rolling Stone online) 

Discography 
2007 "Still Making History”  

(Eclecto Groove Records,  Producer John Porter and David Z) release date  June 19th  2007 

2005 "Ana! Live in Amsterdam" 
(Ruf-Records, live recording, also on DVD )  

2003 "Comfort To The Soul" 
(Ruf-Records, Producer Jim Gains and David Z.)  

2001 "Hush!" 
(Ruf-Records, Producer Jim Gains) 

1998 "Hometown" with her former band "Hush"  

Awards and Nominations 
2006 Ana Popovic is one of the few European artists ever invited to play on the 

BLUES CRUISE.  

2006 Nominated for the Best Blues Artist and Best Live Album at “Blues Wax” 
Magazine. 

2004 Winner of the prestige Jazz award Jazz a Juan Revelation in Juan Le Pins, 
France.  

2003 First European nominated for "Best New Artist Debut" at the WC Handy 
Awards in Memphis, USA.  

2003 Nominated for "Best Blues Album’’ at the Jammie Awards in New York City;  

2002 Three-way nominee for "Best Singer", "Best Guitarist", & "Best Album" at the 
French Blues Awards.  
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Shows 
2006 120 Shows,  

80 USA , 30 Europe, 10 in Caribbean and 
South America 

2005 119 Shows,  
20 USA, 90 Europe, 9 in others countries  
including Arabia and Dubai 

2004 104 Shows, 
30 USA . 70 Europe, 4 Canada 

2003 about 100 Shows 
18 USA, 82 Europe 

*For detail information please check out www.anapopovic.com. 

Booking 
• Management & Booking   www.artistexclusive.com 
• USA     www.piedmonttalent.com 
• England     www.movinmusic.co.uk 
• France     www.willingprod.com 
• Italia     www.slangmusic.com 
• Scandinavia    www.hellbooking.no 
• Australia     www.ozarena.com.au 

On Stage with … 
 
John Mayall, Solomon Burke, Robben Ford, John Hammond, Bernard Allison,  
Joe Bonamassa, Pinetop Perkins, Dr. John, Mike Stern, Eric Sardinas, Julian Sas, Susan 
Marshal, Lucky Peterson, Maceo Parker, Walter Trout, Sue Foley, Candye Kane, Stan Web, 
Coco Montoya, Deborah Coleman, Michael Hill, Udo Lindenberg, Peer Gynt, Shemekia 
Copeland, Lonnie Brooks…and many more. 

Web Links 
For press-photos and articles please visit www.anapopovic.com/press
website: www.anapopovic.com  
fansite:  www.anapopovic.org
recording: www.deltagrooveproductions.com

Contact 
 

A R T I S T E X C L U S I V E 
management - booking - tour management - financial advice 

www.artistexclusive.com
Wilhelminastraat 167 III 
1054 WD Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
 
phone: + (31) 6 460 68 577 
e-mail: info@artistexclusive.com  

Darmstädterstrasse 5 
64625 Bensheim 
Germany 
 
phone:  + (49) 172 6134019  
email.: m.schmitt@artistexclusive.com 
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Press Reviews 
 

Amazon.com 
l 
The 

Comfort to the Sou
international 

ANA!  

appeal of the blues 
comes home with a 
fiery flourish on the 
breakout album by 
youthful Yugoslavian 
singer/guitarist Ana 
Popovic. Her 2001 

debut disc Hush! effectively displayed her 
potential and Comfort to the Soul demonstrates 
she's well on the road to realizing much of it. 
Popovic, who relocated to the Netherlands in 
1999, is much more than just the best 
Belgrade-born blues act. Although it's her 
rockish energy, expressed on tunes like the 
opening Melissa Etheridge-style "Don't Bear 
Down on Me," that will garner the majority of 
the attention, the most impressive aspect of her 
music is its diversity. She exhibits some 
Elmore James-inspired slide guitar on a couple 
of tracks (most notably on an innovative up-
tempo take on Howlin' Wolf's "Sittin' On Top 
of the World"), shoots off more than a few 
hard-edged rocking blues solos elsewhere, and 
utilizes her affinity for jazz guitar in several 
creative contexts. Popovic's music, like her 
blues persona, is obviously still a work in 
progress but her second album provides as 
much pleasure in the present as it does promise 
for the future.--Michael Point  
 

This CD was recorded 
on January 30, 2005, 
at the Melkweg in 
Amsterdam. It was 
home-court advantage 
for Ana Popovic-–the 
native of Belgrade has 
lived in Holland for 

several years. The refrain of her first song, 
"Don't Bear Down on Me," can be taken as the 
motto of the whole evening: "I'm here to steal 
the show." And indeed, that's what Ana does! 
The 29-year-old proves with her own songs 
and fresh interpretations that she is an 
excellent and expressive guitarist with a 
powerful voice. Her groovy music is not aimed 
at blues purists-–she stands for modern and 
cross-border blues with elements of rock, soul, 
and jazz. 

 
Dave Raven's Podcasts 
Born in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, May 13, 1976, 
and now a resident of Holland, the exciting 
Ana Popovic is on tour in Europe, USA and 
the rest of the world. When I discovered that 
she was playing no further away than 
Indianapolis at the Slippery Noodle Inn, one of 
my favorite clubs, it became a do-not-miss date 
on the calendar.  
 
Blues writer and producer Dave Rubin raved 
last year, "Ever since the loss of Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, in 1990, the blues world has been 
looking for a new savior. Ana Popovic, a 28-
year-old Yugoslavian blues, blues-rock, and 
jazz guitarist who can burn your ears with her 
aggressive chops--and your eyes with her sexy  
looks--may just be it." 
Her USA tour swung through three dates in 
Indiana in support of her new Live CD and 
DVD recorded in Amsterdam. Popovic is 
touring with just a drummer and bass player. 
Dressed in skin tight, low-rider jeans, a white 
leather halter top, and spike heeled, pointy toed 
shoes (that made my own feet hurt just to look 
at them), Popovic strapped on her white 
Stratocaster guitar and welcomed the audience 
in English with a suave European accent. Ana 
kicked off with "Don't Bear Down On Me (I'm 
Here To Steal the Show)" which is the first 
song on both her second CD and her new Live 
CD and DVD. Slipping a glass slide tube onto 
the third finger of her fretting hand, Popovic 
scorched the room singing some whispered, 
breathy vocals and playing incendiary slide 
guitar on an upbeat version of Howlin' Wolf's 
"Sitting On Top of the World."  
In the quiet lull following this song, some guy 
yelled, "I love you!" Ana giggled and shot 
back, "Are you handsome and rich?" To which 
some other male fan retorted, "No, that's me!" 
More laughter and giggles.Ana responded, 
"No, I am joking - we don't care about these 
things. We just want to play Blues all night! 
Here, try this." She then picked some rhythmic 
notes solo while her bassist and drummer tried 
to figure out what song she was heading into. 
They quickly jumped in, and off they tore into 
"Bigtown Playboy" with thunderous audience 
approval. We were just putty in her hands after 
that! 
Review By Skyy Dobro 
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Ana Popovic 
 

2006 
Ana is invited for the legendary ‘Blues 
Cruise 2006’ - She’s the first European 
artist ever called upon to play this 
prestigious cruise with their original band. 
In February Ana is nominated as 'Blues 
Artist of the Year' by the readers of 
'BluesWax Magazine'. Other nominees are 
Tab Beniot and Joe Bonamassa. In July 
Ana receives a 6-time nomination for the 
'Living blues awards 2006'. She's selected 
in categories as; 'Best blues DVD of 2005', 
'Best Live Performer', 'Best Female Blues 
Artist' and 'Most Outstanding Musician 
(Guitar)'. In November, after a 13-week 
summer-tour throughout the USA, Ana 
signs a record deal at ‘Delta Groove 
Productions record label’ and travels to 
Los Angeles to record her first Delta 
Groove release.  

 
2004 
With great live shows, Ana’s international 
demand continues to grow. She returns to 
the USA – this time touring three times – 
and plays concerts in Canada and 
throughout Europe. Together with her band 
she wins the prestigious jazz award ‘Jazz a 
Juan-Revelation 2004’ in Juan Le Pins, 
France. The award shows recognition of 
Ana’s abilities in the jazz genre - another 
strong influence on her music. Ana begins 
an endorsement contract for Mesa Boogie 
amplifiers. She is also particularly proud to 
join many of the world’s top guitarists as 
she begins endorsement for Ovation 
Guitars.  

 
2003 
Ana returns to Memphis and records her 
second album for Ruf Records. Titled 
‘Comfort to the Soul’; Half of the album 
was produced/mixed by Jim Gains in 
February, with the remainder produced and 
mixed by David Z (Prinz, Buddy Guy, 
Jonny Lang) in April. Praised for its 
diverse package of blues, rock, soul and 
jazz the album leads to Ana receiving a 

nomination at the prestigious WC Handy 
Awards in Memphis for Best New Artist of 
2003 (the only continental European artist 
ever nominated in this category). Ana also 
becomes the first European artist to 
perform at the Show. The year also sees 
Ana endorsing ‘Fender’ guitars and ‘DR 
handmade’ strings for the first time. 
During the ‘Rhythm & Blues Fest’ in Peer, 
Belgium, Ana is invited on stage by ‘The 
King of Soul’, Solomon Burke, who 
immediately invites her to join him as a 
special guest for the rest of his tour.  

 
2002 
Ana is part of the European ‘Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute tour’ with Walter Trout. Ana also 
takes her European band on tour to the US 
for the first time. She receives three 
nominations for the 2002 blues Awards in 
France: ‘Best Singer’, ‘Best Guitarist’ and 
Best Album’.  

 
2000 - 2001 
In October of 2000, Ana travels to 
Memphis to record her first release for Ruf 
Records. Titled ‘Hush’! after her first 
band, the release is produced by Jim 
Gaines (whose production credits include 
Santana and Stevie Ray Vaughan). ‘Hush!’ 
is released at the beginning of 2001. It is a 
period with many highlights as Ana’s 
younger sister, Maja, enrols at the higher 
Professional school of Art in Utrecht. Ana 
joins various artists including Bernard 
Allison, Eric Burdon, Walter Trout, Popa 
Chubby, Jimmy Thackery, Taj Mahal and 
Buddy Miles on a Jimi Hendrix tribute CD: 
‘Blue Haze’. Her contribution is a version 
of Hendrix’ ‘Belly Button Window’. In 
2001 Ana appears as ‘special guest’ on 
tour with Bernard Allison, who also joins 
her on one track of her CD ‘HUSH!’  

 
1999 
Although now studying in the Netherlands; 
both a need to put the newly acquired 
music theory into practice, and a need to 
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pay the tuition fees, leads to Ana forming a 
Dutch band. The band quickly becomes a 
popular fixture on the Dutch and German 
blues scenes. Inevitably, with increasing 
concert obligations, Ana decides to 
terminate her studies at The Conservatory 
and with a background of increasing unrest 
and bombing in her hometown of Belgrade 
Ana signs a record deal at Ruf records in 
Germany.  

 
1995 - 1998 
Music now begins to take up more time as 
Ana forms her very first band ‘Hush’ with 
friend and guitar player Rade Popovic. She 
rehearses frequently in a small garage in 
New Belgrade and live shows soon follow. 
Initially being a girl means Ana having to 
take second place, but that soon changes. 
Over the next three years Ana's band plays 
all the major club venues - by 1998 doing a 
hundred shows annually and making 
regular appearances on Yugoslavian 
television. The end of Communism means 
musicians are finally free to travel and Ana 
now plays blues festivals in Greece & 
Hungary. With her band Hush she records 
her first album "Hometown" as a limited 
pressing and, in 1998 successfully applies 
to study Graphic Design in Utrecht. Just a 
few weeks before her new Graphic Design 
course starts however, Ana decides to send 
in a tape to Utrecht’s Conservatory. Ana’s 
tape is selected right away, leaving her 
with a choice to make … feeling more a 
musician than a designer the decision is 
easily made.  
 
 

 
1991 - 1994  
Inevitably, Ana falls for the charms of the 
guitar. Her father continues to help her but 

realizes that his daughter’s natural gift for 
playing the instrument goes beyond his 
own abilities. Although the family isn’t 
rich Milutin and Vesna make it possible for 
Ana to take private guitar lessons and Ana 
puts her soul into them – surprising her 
teacher with her progress and rapidly 
developing a style of her own. Finally, on 
finishing her Grammar School education in 
1994, Ana makes the decision to follow in 
her father’s footsteps by studying Graphic 
Design at the University of Belgrade.  

 
1981 - 1991 
At school Ana is a good student. Not 
completely bitten by the guitar bug yet, she 
learns easily and likes to impress. Against 
the stormy political backdrop of Belgrade 
she receives good news: she is selected to 
attend one of the most prominent Schools 
in Belgrade. Despite her adolescent rebel 
years tempting her away from the 
classroom, and a volatile political situation 
under the Milosovic nationalist regime in 
Belgrade, she passes her exams without 
problems.  

 
1976 - 1981 
13 May 1976 - Ana Popovic is born in the 
old town of Belgrade, formerly 
Yugoslavia, the first daughter of Milutin 
and Vesna Popovic. Five years later their 
second daughter, Maja, is born. Ana grows 
up in a warm and loving family where 
music is very important. Her father Milutin 
is a creditable guitar / bass player, always 
inviting friends for nightly jam sessions. In 
this atmosphere Ana grows up, often 
listening to her father’s impressive blues 
and soul record collection. Finally, at 15, 
Ana picks up her father’s guitar.  
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